
 
 

FCC’s Technology Transition to a Broadband World: 
One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 

Ø Less than 5% of Americans rely exclusively on traditional, copper-line plain old telephone 
service (POTS), and three out of four communications users have already transitioned onto 
IP-based services. 
   

Ø Today’s consumers want the benefits of high-speed, reliable IP-based broadband networks, 
and there is no turning back. Americans stream millions of hours of video content, stay in 
touch with friends and family in video chats daily, and are integrating online learning into 
their lives at a rapid pace.  
 

Ø The new world we have entered relies on these services and untold others that we can’t 
predict today. It’s important for industry and the FCC to give consumers more access to 
the benefits on the horizon—with common sense rules—and not hold on to the 
sentiments of the past. 
 

Ø Unfortunately, in setting the “rules of the road” to accelerate the nation’s transition toward a 
broadband/IP future, the FCC recently took an unnecessary and harmful detour to the 
past.  Instead of focusing exclusively on how to accelerate IP-based broadband network 
investment, deployment and consumer adoption, the Commission has chosen to 
micromanage life support for the fading wireline copper network. 
 

Ø Contrary to existing policy and precedent, the FCC’s Tech Transitions Order mandates 
that carriers provide competitors with IP-based wholesale replacement services that are 
“reasonably comparable to those of legacy services.” This mandate remains in place until 
the FCC implements new “special-access” rules, in a proceeding that has been pending for 
over a decade at the agency.     
 

Ø The FCC’s Order makes it more difficult for providers to retire services that today fail 
to qualify as a broadband service, as the agency failed to acknowledge that some 
obsolete TDM-based equipment needed to maintain copper networks is no longer 
manufactured.  
 

Ø By impeding the retirement of outdated technology, the agency’s requirements divert 
resources necessary to invest in the upgrade toward new, next-generation, high-speed 
broadband Internet networks. 
 

Ø Giving a select group of competitors, which continue to rely on the copper telephone network 
due to their failure to invest in their own advanced networks, the ability to influence copper 
retirement plans creates harmful market incentives that ultimately favor some providers 
over others, and runs contrary to the Administration and FCC’s National Broadband 



Plan goal of modernizing our nation’s communications networks for the benefit of the 
American consumer. 

The FCC’s Tech Transition Order puts at risk the goal of modernizing our nation’s 
communications networks. 

 


